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Red Herring
by Clyde W. Ford

Book review by Jeff Merrill

"AMASTER STORY TELLER

Finding some uninterrupted time to relax and e@@ood book
is one of my simple pleasures. And it doesn’t getdy than reading on board a boat. It's a nice
break in the day whether you are underway or ormtdok. \WWhenever I'm off watch, there are
only three things | need to escape reality andurennside the covers of a novel: a comfortable
place to recline, bright lighting and an interegtstory.

Having a great book to read is practically a piaarsite of cruising, so it's a good thing our
boats are built with plenty of good book shelvestighout. One habit | can’t seem to break is
reading what titles are secured behind the fiddfessery Nordhavn | board. It's not that I'm
being a snoop; I just want to make sure that I'mmissing an author I've never heard of.

| tend to prefer the action and thriller fictiomabrks by authors like lan Fleming, Clive Cussler

and Robert Ludlum. You can’t miss with the “man’amh characters in their books. After all,
who wouldn’t want to always defeat the villain, gi@¢ girl and miraculously survive some life-
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threatening ordeal in a strange, exotic settingftbst dread coming to the end of my favorite
reads. | need to know that there is another goedwaiting in the
wings.

To help make sure you don’t run out of interestitigs, I'd like to propose a few offerings by
author Clyde W. Ford.

Clyde has become a good friend and is someone Whkerknown for several years. We've
talked at various boat shows and correspondedrbgikabout trawlers and our mutual joy of
being out on the water.

Clyde spends several months each year cruisingside passage of the northwest aboard his
Willard 30 trawler. He is an acclaimed public speaénd has written articles for publications
such as PassageMaker magazine.

By combining his love of writing and the sea, Clysned a series of nautical mystery
adventures featuring main character Charlie Nalegx-Coast Guard turned marine private
investigator. His two book&ed Herring andPrecious Cargo have established Charlie as a
capable sleuth. It's easy to root for Charlie -egutar guy who you want to see succeed. The fast
moving plots have put Clyde right up there with fayorite authors.

Each of the books is filled with nautical languagel references actual harbors in the Pacific
Northwest. | won't ruin the suspense, buRed Herring there is an admiral who owns a
Nordhavn 62. (I think I might have sold that boat!)

The third book in the serieghiskey Gulf, is currently wrapping up. | can’t wait for it!
I’'m sure you will enjoy these stories as much hawe. If you have a favorite action/thriller book
or author (particularly with a boating angle orrtte that you think | should know about, I'd

appreciate hearing from you!

You can find out a lot more about Clyde’s worksgmyng towww.clydeford.comor ask your
favorite book seller to order a copy for you. Areldure keep watch for Clyde out on the water!

When not selling or training on trawlers, Jeff Méenjoys reading books with a
nautical flavor. Jeff prefers the good guy heraadroat type of story. If you have
a favorite boating author you would like to shanlease contact Jeff via e-mail at
Jeff. Merrill@IMYS.com, or you can reach him by cell phone (call or t&ef) at

+1 949.355.4950. You can also follow Jeff on Twit@merrillyachtsNote: This
review originally appeared on the Nordhavn website in 2005 and has been

updated.
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